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 Act 101 of 2010 established the Pennsylvania Adoption Information Registry, PAIR, a statewide 

information registry for records and documents about all adoptions finalized or registered in 

Pennsylvania.  This amendment to the Adoption Act, known as Act 101 of 2010, will have far-

reaching effects on the ability of adopted children to maintain lifelong connections with their 

biological family and to have access to information that was not previously allowed.  

  

PAIR allows adoptive children and birth parents to register medical and/or social history 

information about themselves so children can better understand their own past and its potential 

impact on their lives and the lives of their descendants.  The Department of Public Welfare 

developed procedures and forms for birth parents and children to register with the PAIR and 

allows them to specify if identifying or non-identifying information can be released.  

 

Registry content  

 

Information housed within the registry is gathered from the adoptee, adoptive parents, birth 

parents, adoption agencies, and the court system. 

 

 Adoptive parents and birth parents may submit and update medical and social history 

information with the registry at any time, and adoptees, adoptive parents, and birth parents may 

also authorize the release of identifying information. Additionally, they may withdraw their 

authorization to release identifying information. 

  

The registry collects the following information from adoption agencies and the courts: 

 •Medical records and other information that is relevant to the present or future health of the 

adoptee or the adoptee’s birth family; 

•Information about the birth parents of a child that may concern a potential hereditary or 

congenital medical problem; 

•Information about the adoptee and birth relatives of the adoptee, including economic, cultural 

and ethnic information and a developmental history of the adoptee. 

  

Family contact 

 

 Adoptees and adoptive parents may indicate whether or not they wish to have contact with the 

birth family and may update or change that request for contact at any time. Birth families may 
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indicate whether or not they wish to have contact with the adoptee or adoptive family and may 

update or change that request for contact at any time. 

 

 

 

 

Updating the registry information 

 

 Forms for requesting information and/or contact, registering information, updating information, 

authorizing the release of information and withdrawing the authorization of release of 

information or contact with the registry can be found online htttp://www.adoptpakids.org. 

These forms will only be accepted in hard copy and must be signed by the person providing the 

information or requesting the change or update. 

 

PAIR expands the registration and search capabilities of adoptees and their families.  

 •Siblings, if both are over 21, may register and search for each other. 

 •Descendants of deceased adoptees may register and search.  

 •For children under 18, an adoptive parent or legal guardian may search on behalf of the 

adoptee.  

 •Birth families may search for information about adoptees. 

  

All agencies involved in the finalization of a child adoption are required to register medical and 

social history information with PAIR (effective April 25, 2011). 

 

On April 25, 2011, Act 101 of 2010 amended the Adoption Act by expanding the list of 

individuals who can contact courts and agencies and request information from adoption records.   

  

The 2011 SWAN Adoption Search Guidelines were created to assist individuals with their search 

and reunion process.  The guidelines help to interpret the law and provide direction with your 

search inquiry.  Through the SWAN LSI Warmline, SWAN LSI staff assists individuals by 

directing them to resources for accessing information about their biological roots or contact with 

a birth family member. 

  

The process of identifying and making these birth family connections is commonly referred to as 

search and reunion.  Authorized individuals can request non-identifying or identifying 

information and request contact information for authorized birth family members.  For those 

impacted by adoption, finding biological roots is important both for medical and personal 

reasons 

  

You may contact the SWAN LSI Warmline at 888-793-2512 ext 5376 or lsiwarmline@diakon-

swan.org  if you have additional questions about your search and reunion inquiry.  

 

Please note that the SWAN LSI staff does not provide adoption search and reunification services. 

 

The SWAN prime contractor supports families in many ways: 
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The SWAN Helpline: 

 •Works directly with families   

 •Helps to identify foster care and adoption agencies 

 •Recommends appropriate websites for more adoption and permanency related information 

 •Relays detailed information about waiting children at www.adoptpakids.org through the 

SWAN seamless system. 

 •Talks with resource families after they adopt as they adjust to being new families 

  

The Pennsylvania Adoption Exchange (PAE): www.adoptpakids.org 

 

 •Registers families and children in a statewide database 

 •Works to match waiting children with registered resource families 

 •Manages the Resource Family Registry required by Act 160 of 2004 

  

SWAN Post-Permanency Services: http://www.diakon-swan.org/ 

 

 •Delivers after adoption supports and after other permanency status to families to help them 

work through difficulties as they arise.  By the time children reach our door they are full of 

potential but carry many of the traumas of their past.  We work with families in many ways to 

ease that trauma and help children move forward with their lives.   

  

Adoption Informed Mental Health Providers: 

 •Seek to link our adoptive families and families providing other permanency with 

adoption/permanency competent mental health therapists   

  

The Education Law Center http://www.elc-pa.org/ 

 

 •With offices in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh provides the information and advocacy families 

need to assure educational success. 
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